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Preesall  Urban  District  Council. 


Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1925. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  vou  mv  Sixth  Annual 
Report  for  year  1925. 

Introductory. 

1'he  year  1925  has  been  a  very  active  year  from  the  poi.i 
of  Public  Health  as  well  as  in  other  details.  Electric  light  is  an 
ac  complished  factor  in  the  district  and  is  a  vast  improvement  and  a 
boon  to  those  who  are  using  it.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  District 
has  a  very  Progressive  Council  and  one  which  is  going  deeply  into  the 
Health  of  its  people  year  by  vear,  nothing  is  to  good  and  the  best  is 
only  good  enough. 

It  behoves  everyone  these  days  to  look  to  the  health  of  its 
district  because  by  so  doing  the  district  is  only  able  to  grow  if  tha 

district  concerned  is  healthy. 

I  appreciate  vour  Loyalty  to  Public  Health  very  much  for 
there  has  been  nothing  which  I  have  brought  before  their  notice  but 
what  you  have  seen  the  importance  of  and  thereby  put  the  machinery 
into  motion. 

Physical  Geography. 

The  Rive  Lune  bounds  the  District  on  the  North  Side. 

The  River  Wyre  on  the  West  Side. 

Dykes  by  Pilling  and  Stalmine  bound  the  Eastern 
Southern,  and  South  Western  sides. 

The  District  is  very  flat  and  damp,  and  the  soil  is  sandv 
D  vkes  and  watercourses  are  numerous  on  which  it  at  present  for  its 
Drainage;  the  land  lies  below  high  water  level. 

The  land  on  the  Western  boundary  is  higher  than  that  on 
the  Northern  boundary. 

The  coast  line  on  the  Northern  boundary  is  about  5,000 
.  yards  in  extent.  Between  High-Water  and  Low-water  there  is 
a  distance  of  1|  to  2f  miles. 

The  District  is  divided  into  two  equal  parts  by  the 
L.M.S.  Railway,  (1)  Knott  End,  (2)  Preesall-with-Hackensall. 
respectively. 


1.— General  Statistics. 


Area  in  acres  3232  /(rh. 

Population — Census,  1921 — 1867.  Estimated,  1925—  F650. 
Phvsical  features  and  general  character  of  the  area  — 

The  District  abutts  on  its  Northern  Boundary,  that  portion 
of  Morcambe  Bav  between  the  estuaries  of  the  rivers  Lune  and 
Wvre.  Two  thirds  of  the  area  is  low  land  between  16  and 
24  A.O.D.  The  remaining  portion  being  from  24  to  100  A.O.D- 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1921)  440. 

Number  of  families  or  seperate  occupiers  (Census  1921)  430. 
Rateable  value,  £13,858. 

Sum  represented  bv  a  penny  rate,  £57. 

Social  conditions,  including  the  chief  occupations  of  the 
inhabitants — 

The  chief  industries  are  Agriculture,  Salt  Mining  and  Fishing 
and  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  are  dependant  on  these 
industries. 

The  influence  of  any  particular  occupation  on  public  health  — 
No  occupation  seems  to  be  detrimental  to  the  Public  Health. 

2  — Vital  Statistics. 


Total.  Male. 

Female. 

Births  in  1925 

32  14 

18 

Deaths  in  1925 

27  14 

13 

Per 

1,000  of 

Population. 

Death-rate  from 

Rate  of  Deaths 

Birth¬ 

Death- 

Tuberculosis  of 

under  1  year  to 

rate 

rate 

Respiratory  System 

1,000  births. 

Mean  of  5  years  - 

1900-1904  .. 

27.2 

13.3 

0.54 

62 

1905-1909  .. 

24,0 

10.9 

0.44 

60 

1910-1914  .. 

19.5 

10.8 

0.30 

103 

1915-1919  .. 

15.1 

12  0 

0.62 

47 

1920-1924  .. 

18.6 

11.7 

0.69 

48 

Year  - 

1924  ..  .. 

16.7 

15.1 

0.51 

nil 

1925  ..  .. 

17.5 

14.8 

1.09 

312 

Increase  or  decreasse  in 

1925  on  - 

Mean  of  5  yean 

1920-1924  .  . 

—  1.1 

+  3.1 

+  0.40 

+  264 

Previous  year 

+  0.8 

—0.3 

+  0.51 

+  312 

^Standardizing  factor  - 

—  ;  corrected  death-rate  = 

per  1,000. 

5 


Urban  District  of  Preesall. 

3. — Notifiable  Diseases. 

Number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified,  number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases,  number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital 

and  deaths  in  hospital  during:  the  year  1924  : — 
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Totals 


If  any  of  the  following  diseases  are  compulsorily  notifiable 
in  your  district  state  for  what  period  (see  previous  page): — 

Measles  and  German  Measles:  Measles  permanently. 
Whooping  Cough. — 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years). — 

Chicken  Pox  :  Temporarily.— 

Anv  others  :  None. 
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What  is  the  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total 
tuberculosis  deaths  ?  Nil 

In  your  opinion,  is  the  notification  of  tuberculosis  in  your  distric  t 
efficient  ?  Yes. 

Has  anv  action  been  taken  in  cases  of  wilful  negiect  or  refusal  to 
notify?  No. 

Is  there  anv  evidence  of  excessive,  incidence  of,  or  mortality  from, 
tuberculosis  in  anv  particular  occupation  in  the  district?  No. 

Public  Health  (prevention  of  tuberculosis)  Regulations,  192.3 

Any  action  taken  under  these  Regulations  (Articles  3,  5.  6.  and  7' 
relating  to  tuberculous  employees  in  the  milk  trade  ?  None. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62. 

Anv  action  taken  under  Section  No. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Number 

Notified. 

Trea 

At  Home. 

ited. 

In  Hospital. 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths. 

Nil. 

■ 

Notable  Sanitary  Improvements 
during  1925. 


Chief  Sanitary  Requirements  of 
District: 


Sewerage  Scheme  still  in  process. 


The  completion  of  the  Sewerage 
Scheme  and  the  conversion  of 
existing  Privy  Middens  and  Pail 
Closets  to  W.C’s. 


4-— 1 Causes  of  Sickness. 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law  relief  ;  the  extent  to  which  hospital  and  other  forms 
of  gratuitous  medical  relief  are  utilised  Relief  obtained  from  Garstang- 

Union. 

Any  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  which  have  been  specially  noteworthy 
in  the  area  during  the  period  under  review  ;  and  any  conditions  of  occupa¬ 
tion  or  environment  which  appear  to  have  had  a  prejudicial  effect  on 
health  :  Tuberculosis,  Cancer,  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  Sore  Throats, 
and  Rheumatism.  The  chief  industries  are  Agriculture,  Salt  Mining',  and  a 
minimum  amount  of  fishing  in  small  vessels. 


1 


If  any  of  the  following  diseases  are  compulsorily  notifiable  in  your  district,  state  for  what  period  (see  page 
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Influenza. — Observations  on  any  special  inquiries  undertaken  in  connection  with  epidemics  None. 

Has  any  special  attention  been  given  to  (a)  cancer,  (b)  locally  contracted  anthrax,  and  (c)  rabies  ?  None. 


Sewerage. 


The  natural  drainage  for  the  whole  area  is  carried  on  by  water¬ 
courses  on  the  Northern  side  and  at  times  these  have  proved  very  un¬ 
satisfactory,  refuse  lying  about  the  dykes  and  not  able  to  get  away 
and  have  had  to  be  cleaned  out,  there  are  three  of  these  dtkes  named 
Wheelfoot,  Middle  Dyke  and  Cockers  Dyke. 

EXISTING  DRAINAGE. 

With  the  exception  of  that  developed  at  Knott  End  where  there 
are  two  outfall  sewers,  the  buildings  are  either  without  drainage  or  the 
foul  water  of  the  accumulated  matter  is  drained  singly  or  in  groups  in 
the  septic  tanks  or  cesspool,  which,  in  most  cases  but  not  in  all,  have 
overflows  into  the  watercourses  or  ditches. 

The  question  of  a  modern  sewerage  scheme  is  well  on  its  way 
after  a  most  strenuous  time  to  the  contractor  who  has  come  up  against 
difficulties  which  he  apparantly  never  allowed  for  and  it  looks  to  me  as 
if  he  is  likely  to  be  another  12  months  befor  he  is  going  to  finish  the 
scheme. 


Water. 

The  water  supply  is  from  the  Fylde  Water  Board  and  is  an 
exceptionally  good  water  for  drinking. 

The  Resevoirs  are  situated  in  that  range  of  mountains  called 
the  Pennine  Range  on  the  boundary  of  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire 
at  a  place  called  Grizedale,  this  resevoir  supplies  Blackpool,  St.  Annes 
and  Lvtham,  and  Fleetwood  and  the  villages  neighbouring  fom  Gar- 
stang  to  the  coast . 


There  is  not  at  present  an  ample  supply  of  water  for  in  the 
absence  of  wet  weather  there  is  decidedly  a  shortage  but  to  make  up 
for  the  difficulty  the  Fyide  Water  Board  are  making  another  Reservoir 
at  a  place  called  Dalehead  the  Stocks  Reservoir  in  Yorkshire  between 
Slaidburn  and  Hellifield.  It  is  said  to  be  completed  in  5  years. 

It  has  no  doubt  proved  an  asset  to  the  district  to  have  obtained 
a  freshwater  supply  and  incidentally  to  have  benefited  those  districts  in 
which  it  has  come  through  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Council 
realize  it  to  be  money  well  spent.  Those  Districts  annexe  have  a  lot 
of  trouble  in  regards  to  their  water  which  they  get  from  the  roofs  of 
their  houses  and  wells  and  have  to  boil  their  water  and  filter  it  before 
consumption. 


Fish  Frying  Shops. 


There  are  two  of  these  useful  commodities  in  the  district  and 
according  to  some  a  nuisance  but  to  the  hungry  a  blessing,  thev  are 
both  carried  on  very  satisfactorily  in  fact  spotlessly  clean  and  highly 
creditable  to  those  in  authority  and  no  one  need  have  any  fear  in 
partaking  of. 

No.  1  is  situated  at  Knott  End  and  is  a  new  building. 

No.  2  is  situated  in  the  Preesall  village  an  old  cottage. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  two  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  district. 

(1) .  Situated  at  Nickson’s  Farm  a  small  dwelling  down  Sandy  Lane 
near  the  L.M.S.  Railway  crossing,  this  is  a  well  managed  slaughter 
house  and  the  owner  is  always  willing  to  carry  out  suggestions  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

(2)  Situated  in  Sandy  Lane  opposite  the  Council  houses,  it  is  very 
little  used  so  causes  no  trouble, 

Meat  Inspection. 

Meat  is  inspected  constantly  whenever  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is 
informed  and  several  carcases  have  been  condemned  by  me  especially 
in  the  nature  of  Foreign  pigs,  meat  also  is  inspected  at  the  Butcher’s 
shops  and  a  fair  amount  is  imported  into  the  district  from  other 
Slaughter  Houses. 

Cow  Sheds  and  Milk  Supply. 

There  are  22  Farms  in  the  district  where  milk  is  either  kitted 
or  made  into  cheese  and  there  are  40  cowsheds. 

There  are  many  cowsheds  that  are  in  a  deplorable  state  and 
must  necessarily  be  condemned  and  unless  the  owners  aquiesce  to 
reasonable  demands  the  Sanitory  Inspector  has  a  list  of  these  farms 
and  will  take  advantage  of  his  powers. 

The  milk  supply  of  a  district  is  a  serious  matter  and  every 
precaution  must  be  taken  to  safeguard  the  lives  of  innocent  persons 
who  depend  on  milk  for  their  food  entirely,  the  farmers  in  this  district 
I  am  thankful  to  say  are  willing  to  alter  any  defects  in  their  cowsheds 
if  it  is  in  their  power  to  do  so,  land  agents  I  am  sorry  to  say  are  a  little 
reticent  in  acceding  to  the  wishes  to  Public  llealih  Officials  and  it  is 
to  the  council  to  see  that  the  acts  are  carried  but. 


Summary. 


The  death  rate  is  lower  than  it  was  last  year  and  the  birth  rate 
is  higher  0.3  per  1,000  of  population,  and  0.8  per  1,000  of  population 
respectively. 

1'he  last  o  years  of  council  work  has  been  one  round  of  pro¬ 
gress,  the  sewer  is  getting  very  much  nearer  completion,  the  electric 
light  scheme  has  attained  its  majority,  the  roads  are  improving,  houses 
are  being  built,  50  council  houses  will  shortly  be  in  course  of  erection, 
the  general  health  of  the  public  is  receiving  serious  attention  and  things 
are  generally  waking  up  in  a  place  which  a  few  years  ago  was  looked 
upon  as  one  of  no  importance  at  all. 


The  district  is  very  well  isolated  from  other  districts  and  conse¬ 
quently  epidemics  run  a  very  short  course  and  we  do  not  meet  with  the 
virulent  deseases  that  kill  off  those  in  the  towns  with  the  exception  of 
Tuberculosis  and  that  is  rampant  in  every  place,  very  few  young  people 
die,  deaths  occuring  in  old  people  as  a  rule. 


Causes  of  death  in  the  district  are  as  follows  : — 


Cau^e  of  death.  Male. 

Whooping  Cough  1 

Influenza  3 

Phthsis  2 

Cancer  1 

Heart  Disease  1 

Arterio- Sclerosis  1 

Pneumonia  1 

Premature  Birth  2 

Other  defined  deseases  2 

Deaths  from  Violence  0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 

t  Total  i  5 

1  Illegitimate  j  0 


S.  A.  NIELD-FAUPKNER, 


Female. 

2 

0 

0 

2 

») 

O 

1 

2 

2 

0 

1 

5 

9 


June  is/,  192 b. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  PREESALL. 

Summary  (for  reference)  of  Nursing  Arrangements,  Hospitals  and 
other  Institutions  available  for  the  District. 
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Have  anv  of  the  following  been]  (Jive  name,  situation,  nature  of  accommodation,  and  by  whom  provided. 
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Has  any  local  scheme  been  prepared 
in  regard  to  the  Supply  of  Food  and 
Milk  for  Expectant  and  Nursing 
Mothers,  and  of  Milk  for  Infants? 
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Hospital?  No. 

If  not,  please  state  how  disinfecting  of  clothing,  &c..  in  these  cases  is  carried  out. 
Any  arrangement  for  bathing  verminous,  &c.,  persons?  No. 

In  how  many  instances  has  disinfectation  been  carried  out  ?  none. 


Ambulance  facilities  : — 

(  a )  For  Infectious  Cases  ;  Motor  supplied  by  Hospital. 

(i)  For  Non-infectious  and  Accident  Cases  ;  No.  of  Patients  taken  away  in  taxis. 

(State  in  each  case  whether  horse  or  motor.) 
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Bakehouses.  No.  2.  What  is  their  condition  ?  Good. 
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(2)  General  action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses  under 
(a)  The  Public  Health  Acts 
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(10)  The  co-ordination  of  all  the  work  under  this  sub-section  with  the  School  Medical  Service 

(11)  Observations  on  the  incidence  of  puerperal  fever,  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  measles,  whooping;  cough, 

epidemic  diarrhoea,  poliomyelitis,  and  other  infectious  diseases  ot  parturient  women,  infants,  and 
voting  children,  and  the  methods  adopted  to  diminish  the  mortality  and  permanent  injury  to  health 
caused  by  these  diseases,  and  the  results  achieved  bv  these  methods  None. 


Any  other  Public  Health  Officers,  such  as  Health  Visitors  and  Special  Nurses;  if  any,  give  names,  salaries, 
diplomas  or  certificates,  or  qualifications,  and  any  other  public  offices  held  by  them  ?  None. 


(b)  The  Housing- Acts  Inspection  and  interviews  with  owners. 

(NOTE.-The  detailed  statistics  as  to  action  under  these  Acts  during  the  year  1925  should  be  given  in  the  Table  set  out  on  page  8). 

(3)  Difficulties  found  in  remedying  unfitness,  either  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  or  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925 
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